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Evaluation of Cleaning, Disinfecting, and Storage Procedures via
Periodic Endoscope Culture Inspection at the Endoscopic Infections
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Abstract

Hospital A has followed the Periodic Endoscope Examination Protocol (hereinafter referred to as
the protocol) as outlined by the Japan Gastrointestinal Endoscopy Engineers Endoscope Safety
Management Committee since FY2017. Regular culture inspections on parts of gastrointestinal
flexible endoscopes (used to review the first and second parts of the duodenum) such as the outer
surface, suction line, air line, water line, special line, forceps button, as well as inspections of the
storage location of the endoscopes, are conducted once a year. As a result, the routine endoscopy
culture test is believed to be effective as a means of confirming that endoscopes are reliably
cleaned, disinfected, and stored, and should be continued.
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